
Is it really that bad? 

If you’ve been reading the aspire Papers since January, you’ll know what these are about. 
If this is your first time reading an aspire Paper, every month we release a new paper to 
educate and inform people around the issues of poverty and education. We are 
committed to being informed on the current status of child poverty, and we want to pass 
this information on.  

On 28th March 2019, the Government released the new National Statistics for Households 
below average income: 1994/95 to 2017/18. These statistics indicate the trend in child 
poverty levels in the U.K. in the last 14 years. 

Here is the most up to date statistics on child poverty in the UK: 

4.1 million children are living in poverty in the UK. 
2.8 million of those children are living in severe poverty. 
Of these children, 70% of them are coming from a working household. 
In 2010, 58% of these children were coming from a working household. 

To put it into perspective, there are currently 1.8 million people living in Northern Ireland. 

You would be inclined to think that if more people are in work, then less people will be in 
poverty? Not by these statistics. 

70% of children in poverty come from a working household, which is the highest ever 
recorded. Yet the number of children in poverty in the UK is rising. By 2021/22 it is predicted 
that 5.2 million children will live below the poverty line in the UK. In 1999, the then Prime 
Minister Tony Blair committed to halve child poverty by 2010, and eliminate it by 2020. In 2 
years, child poverty will be at an all time high. It is really that bad.  

We have mentioned before how being in poverty has a negative impact on your 
educational experience. The statistics indicate that children from more disadvantaged 
backgrounds are finding school more difficult, which is reflected in the fact that only 33.5% 
of FSM pupils are achieving 5 GCSE’s grades A*-C including English and Maths. There is a 
need, more than ever before, for something to be done.  

In light of this information, we have two choices. We can ignore the problem, we can 
accept the figures, we can find X,Y,Z excuse for child poverty and its impact on education 
and young people’s futures. We can be passive about increasing child poverty rates. Or, 
we can each do one thing that means together we will make a massive impact on these 
figures. For you, this might look like offering 1 hour of your week to aspire, to volunteer 
after-school or to tutor in a subject of your choice. For you, It may look like committing to 
pray for aspire regularly. For you, it may look like giving up 1 coffee a week/month to give 
to aspire instead.  

In 1999, our government pledged to eradicate child poverty in the UK by 2020. 10 years 
later, there are 4.1 million children living in poverty in the UK, the highest it has ever been. 
At aspire, we have no political agenda, the purpose of this article is not to serve as a 
criticism of our government, but we are committed to young people and will continue to 
be a voice for them, holding those in power accountable for their action, or inaction. 

Do not let yourself become distracted by numbers, and disillusioned by figures and 
statistics. Do not forget that behind these numbers are real people, real faces, real life 
experiences. In 2 years time, child poverty in the UK will be at an all time high, this is fact. 
Now that we know just how bad the situation currently is, we are faced with a choice. 
With that, lets finish with a quote from JFK, 



‘There are risks and costs to action. But they are far less than the long range risks of 
comfortable inaction.’ 


