
Will the size of my house make me enjoy school less? 

If you read our last paper, you’ll know that children from different backgrounds have 
similar aspirations when they are young, but as they get older, children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds become more aware of the social injustices impacting their 
education and lower their expectations accordingly. The same research also indicates 
that not only do children become aware of the relationship between background and 
career aspirations, but children also become aware of the relationship between 
background and how positive/negative their experience of school may be. 

A group of school children were shown images of three differently sized houses. All 
children were asked whether school would be the same for the child from each of the 
different sized houses or would it be different. All aged 5-7 said there would be no 
difference, school would be the same for every child. At aged 8-9, the children pointed 
out differences between the houses, but found it difficult to say whether school would be 
any different for the children from each house. Many 10-11 year olds suggested superficial 
differences between the school experiences of the children, mainly that the children from 
the mansion would not go to their school but ‘a big fancy school’. The study found that, 

 ‘All the older children could see that life at school would be easier for the child from 
 the big house. All agreed that school would probably ‘be more fun’ for him/her   
and they would ‘enjoy themselves more’ and be ‘more popular’.’ 

The children in the study believed that children from the bigger house would have a 
better experience of school, enjoying it more and perhaps having more friends. Some of 
the 10 year olds who attended a school with a high FSM entitlement commented on the 
children from the bigger house, 

 ‘I think school would be more fun for them, maybe because they enjoy themselves  
more.’ 

 ‘They’d be popular and nobody would hate them, nobody would, like, bully them  
or anything… because they’re rich, they’d be popular.’ 

 ‘You have to be rich to live in a really big house so he’d be kind of smart.’ 

In the study there were also several comments made about the children who lived in the 
smallest house possibly ‘getting picked on’ for being ‘poor’. All of these comments show 
that as they get older, children become aware of the relationship between background 
and other aspects of education, finding it more likely for the children from the bigger 
house to have a positive experience of school.  

At Aspire, we are unsettled by this. We are sure you will agree that every child deserves to 
have a positive experience of school, and the fact that children as young as 10 years old 
are able to believe children from bigger houses will have a more positive experience of 
school is deeply worrying. We believe that all children, regardless of their background, 
should enjoy their school experience, and not worry about how the size of their house may 
impact their popularity or enjoyment of school.  

We want your help to challenge and change any existing societal prejudices or beliefs 
that cause young people to believe that their background is going to decide how much 
they like school. Please join us, through giving your time, partnering with us financially, or 
blessing us with prayer. Please get in touch if you would like to know more about the 
information in this paper of about Aspire in general. 




