
We are so far through January now that Christmas almost feels like a distant 
memory, but think back for a moment if you were fortunate enough to receive a 
pair of our Aspire socks this year from Santa. If you follow us on social media you 
will see us encouraging people to ‘Wear the socks, tell the story’. If you haven’t 
seen it, the story on our socks reads, 

‘At 5 years old children from different backgrounds have the same level of 
aspiration. By 11 years old children from low-income families lower their 
expectations. We can do something about this.’ 

Although Aspire created the socks, our story on the back wasn’t designed, but is 
based on the current situation of poverty among school children in Northern 
Ireland. Research into educational poverty tells us that at a young age, all children 
see education as important, regardless of their background. When asked what 
they want to do when they get older, younger children had very similar responses;  

‘I want to go to University.’  
‘I want to be a vet.’ 
‘I want to be a doctor.’ 
- Children from advantaged schools 

‘I want to go to University and study forensic science.’ 
‘I’m going to study hard to be an archaeologist.’ 
‘An architect or a footballer.’ 
- Children from disadvantaged schools 
 
The study concluded from this data that ‘their high aspirations demonstrate that 
children from the most impoverished backgrounds do not start out expecting little 
from life. Rather, they start out with dreams and hopes not very dissimilar to those 
of children from better-off families.’ 

As they get older, attitude towards the purpose of education changes. Children 
from advantaged schools saw education as a way of ensuring a good life as an 
adult and were considerably more likely to aspire to a high-paying professional 
job, compared to children from disadvantaged schools, who were more likely to 
view education as a way of avoiding problems in the future. 

This research suggests that at some point in their development, children become 
aware of the social injustices impacting their education, and tend to adjust their 
expectations accordingly. This is really disappointing, but we can do something 
about it. At Aspire, we strive to see the attainment gap closed, so that young 



people from whatever background can keep aspiring to reach their full academic 
potential and not have to lower their expectations about what they can achieve 
in life.  

We don’t want to do this alone. We would like to invite you to join us in what we do 
at Aspire, whether that be through giving your time, partnering with us financially, 
or blessing us with prayer, we have lots of ways you can get involved. Please get in 
touch if you would like to know more about the information in this paper or about 
Aspire in general.  


